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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 

failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 

the invention. 

Claim 1 1 , recites "a circumferential opening formed by the gripping surface of the knob". 
The "gripping surface of the knob" were not claimed in claim 1, which claim 1 1 depends from. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 , 7, 8, 11, 12, 22, 28, 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Bodenstein. 

With regard to claim 1, Bodenstein (US 3,519,979) discloses a CATV locking terminator 
mechanism, comprising 

a housing (14, 16) having a chamber extending through the housing; 

a connector body(12) having first and second ends, a front face, and a securement mechanism 
(12a,) at the first end for securing the connector body to an output port, the connector body 
being configured to be positioned within the chamber such that the connector body freely 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/801 ,801 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2833 

rotates within the chamber; and 

a protrusion (12e) formed at the front face for selective engagement with a cooperating tool, the 

protrusion extending from the front face whereby torque is applied directly to protrusion (12e, a 

portion having 34b) to rotate the connector body with respect to the output port. 

With regard to claim 7, Bodenstein disclose O-ring (13) positioned in the recess. 

With regard to claim 8, Bodenstein discloses a resistor (20) positioned within the connector 

body. 

With regard to claim 1 1 , Bodenstein discloses circumferential opening formed between the 

protrusion (12e) and the housing (14) and sized to restrict a person's hand or convention tools 

from maintaining a grip on the protrusion. 

With regard to claim 12, Bodenstein discloses the tool comprising: 

a handle (42), 

a shaft (44) having first and second ends; and a cavity formed at the first end for selective 
engagement of the tool with a protrusion of the front face of the CATV locking mechanism, the 
protrusion extending from the front face . 

With regard to claims 22, 28, 29 Bodenstein discloses the structure of the CATV locking 
terminator mechanism which operates according to steps claimed. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 2-6, 9, 10, 23-27, 30-36, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bodenstein in view of Doan et al. 

With regard to claims 2-6, Bodenstein discloses all of the limitations except for the specified 
configuration of the protrusion. 

Doan et al (US 5,163,345) disclose a tool (100 with a receptacle head (33) which is shaped to 

accommodate any type of the fastening member (col. 3, lines 1-2) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 

invention was made to provide the projection of one of specified profiles , as taught by Doan et 

al, to securily rotate the connector body simplify and prevent unauthorized using the CATV 

cable. 

Also, Applicants have presented no argument which convinces that the particular configuration 
of the projection is anything more than one of numerous configurations a person of ordinary skill 
in the art would find obvious for purpose of mounting the fixed assembly to an telexcopic boom 
of a vehicle. In re Dailey, 149 USPQ 47 (CCPA 1976). 

With regard to claims 9. 10, Bodenstein when modified by Doan discloses all of the limitations 
except for the specified sizes of the protrusion. 

The above mentioned limitations are not patentably significant since they relate to the size of 
the article under consideration which is not ordinarily a matter of invention. In re Yount, 36 
C.C.P.A. (Patents) 775, 171 F.2d 317, 80 USPQ 141. 

With regard to claims 23-27, 30-36, Bodenstein when modified by Doan disclose the CATV 
locking terminator mechanism which operates according to steps claimed. 



Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Doan et al. 
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With regard to claim 20, Doan et al discloses all of the limitations except for the specified sizes 
of the cavity. 

The above mentioned limitations are not patentably significant since they relate to the size of 
the article under consideration which is not ordinarily a matter of invention. In re Yount, 36 
C.C.PA (Patents) 775, 171 F.2d 317, 80 USPQ 141. 

Claims 12 , 14-18, 19, 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over by Doan et al. 

With regard to claims 12,19, 21, Doan et al (US 5,163,345) disclose a tool (10) comprising a 
handle (25) a shaft having first and second ends; a cavity (33 formed at the first end for 
selective engagement with a cooperating connector to selectively rotate the connector; knob 
with gripped surface affixed to the shaft. 

Doan et al do not disclose that the tool would be specifically used with CATV locking 
mechanism. 

It has been held that a recitation with respect to the manner in which a claimed apparatus is 
intended to be employed does not differentiate the claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus 
satisfying the claimed structural limitations. Ex parte Masham, 2 USPQ2d 1647 (1987). 

With regard to claims 14-18, Doan et al disclose the tool which is shaped to accommodate any 
type of the fastening member (col. 3, lines 1-2). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,12,22 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Alexander D. Gilman whose telephone number is 571 272-2004. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 10:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley can be reached on 571 272-2800 ext. 33. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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